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A World on Fire: The Economic Toll of a 
3-Degree Warmer Planet

The specter of a world 
warmed by 3 degre-
es Celsius is no long-
er a distant threat but 
a looming reality. The 
economic implications 
of such a climate ca-
tastrophe are stagge-
ring, with far-reaching 
consequences for na-
tions across the globe. 
 
In the Nordic countries, 
often perceived as a bas-
tion of stability, the impact 
will be profound. Warmer 
temperatures will disrupt 
traditional industries like 
forestry and agriculture. 
Increased rainfall and mel-
ting permafrost will lead to 
infrastructure damage and 
higher costs for maintenan-
ce. While renewable energy 
sources like hydropower 
may initially benefit, ex-

treme weather events will 
pose challenges to energy 
production and distribu-
tion. Tourism, a vital sector, 
could suffer due to unpre-
dictable weather patterns. 
 
Southern Europe faces an 
even more dire predica-
ment. Rising sea levels 
will inundate coastal ci-
ties, displacing millions 
and causing billions in 
damages. Water scarcity 
will intensify, impacting 
agriculture, tourism, and 
overall economic produc-
tivity. Extreme heat events 
will reduce labor produc-
tivity and increase healt-
hcare costs. The region’s 
already fragile economies 
will be pushed to the brink. 
 
Africa, a continent already 
grappling with poverty and 
inequality, will be hit har-
dest. Increased droughts, 

floods, and desertification 
will devastate agricultu-
re, the backbone of many 
economies. Rising tem-
peratures will exacerbate 
health crises like malaria 
and malnutrition. Coastal 
communities will face dis-
placement due to sea-level 
rise. The economic costs 
will be immense, and the 
human toll even greater.    
 
The global economy will 
not be immune to these re-
gional crises. Disruptions 
in supply chains, increa-
sed insurance costs, and 
mass migration will create 
economic instability. The 

transition to a low-carbon 
economy, while neces-
sary, will also be costly.    
 
Avoiding a 3-degree world 
requires immediate and 
drastic reductions in green-
house gas emissions. The 
economic costs of inaction 
far outweigh the invest-
ments needed for a green 
transition. It is time to act 
decisively, not only for the 
sake of the planet but also 
for the sake of our econo-
mies and future generations.    
 
This editorial is based on 
current scientific consensus 
and economic projections. 
The situation is complex 
and evolving, and the actu-
al impacts may vary.
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The Nignt of the Arts 
will be celebrated in 
Vaasa on Thursday, 
August 15, 2024. This 
year, a record number 
of 180 participants 
have registered for the 
event. The theme for 
this year’s festive para-
de is peace. 
 
The city event, loved by Vaasa 
residents, will feature a record 
number of participants offering 
programs they have created. On 
the Market Square stage, Ritz 
stage, and Volume stage in the 
Fanny Cultural House, we will 
see performances by a total of 
24 local bands and artists. The 
City Hall ballroom will be filled 
with performances by various 
dance groups, and in the Main 
Library’s Drama Hall, there will 
be theater. For families with 
children, there are performances 
by the Singing Frog and the Uk-
rainian theater group Kalambur’s 
shadow theater. The improvisa-
tion theater Intopiukeet will also 
be performing. 
 
– It’s really great to see that 

various actors in Vaasa have 
eagerly come together again to 
create Art Night, says producer 
Geir Byrkjeland. 
 
During Art Night, there is free 
admission to Vaasa’s museums. 
Kuntsi Museum of Modern 
Art, Ostrobothnian Museum, 
and Tikanoja Art Home will be 
open from 3 PM to 9 PM. The 
Main Library in Vaasa will host 
programs for all ages, inclu-
ding various workshops, music 
performances, and theater. At 
Vaasan kaupunginteatteri and 
Wasa Teater, you can watch 
open rehearsals. The Vaasa City 
Orchestra will perform in Rewell 
Center from 6 PM to 6:45 PM. 
 
Festive Parade through the City 
This year’s Art Night program 
also includes a festive parade 
that will move through the city 
for everyone to see. The parade 
starts at 7 PM from Vaasa City 
Hall and continues from Sena-
te Street along the pedestrian 
walkway on Court of Appeal 
Esplanade, ending at the market 
square. Seven different dance 
groups have signed up, inclu-
ding Samba Energia, Peurat 
Ajovaloissa, Tanssiurheiluseura 
Rolling, Vaasan Nepali ry, Wasa 
Flamenco, National Costume 

Fans, and the Folk Music Socie-
ty. This year’s parade theme is 
peace 
 

Concert at Ritz 
Welcome to Ritz on Art Night! 
Local bands will be performing 
all evening. From 4 PM to 5 

NEWS
Record Number of Programs at the Night of the Arts
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PM, we will show a children’s 
program on the stairs and give 
out free popcorn to the kids. 
There is also a new art exhibition 
in the foyer on the third floor. 
Ritz Lindy Hoppers will dance 
outside Ritz at 6:30 PM. More 
information and program details 
to come! 

Band Schedule: 
5:00 PM – 5:30 PM The Black 
Islanders 
5:45 PM – 6:15 PM Meikäläiset 
6:30 PM – 7:00 PM Sam’s 
Garage 
7:15 PM – 7:45 PM Johan & 
Juristerna 
8:00 PM – 8:30 PM Aurium 

8:45 PM – 9:15 PM Onni Pyhä-
lahti 
9:30 PM – 10:00 PM The Ilta-
vuoro

Talk to a Stranger 
During Art Night, Vaasa City 
will also launch a new campaign, 
”Talk to a Stranger,” encoura-

ging people to meet new Vaasa 
residents through Vaasa Bingo 
and a friendship book. 
 
– The purpose of the campaign 
is to facilitate meetings and dis-
cussions among Vaasa residents, 
especially between different 
population groups and genera-
tions, explains welfare services 
coordinator Senni Korhonen. 
 
Meeting others and dispelling 
prejudices is also a way to pro-
mote peace, which is the theme 
for this year’s Art Night. 
 
Affordable Bus Travel 
In the spirit of Art Night, the ci-
ty’s public transport Lifti offers a 
10% discount on a regular-priced 
season product in the Waltti 
online store during the benefit 
week from 8.8 to 16.8.2024. The 
benefit applies to all zones and 
customer groups and can only 
be redeemed in the online store 
with the discount code TYKN24. 
– Leave your car at home on Art 
Night and hop on the affordable 
bus, encourages Byrkjeland to the 
participants of Art Night.
Images from last years event. 
Vaasa.fi.



Viikon taide-elämys:

Helene Schjerfbeck
10.7.1862 - 23.1.1946
The Spaniard, 1881
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This year’s Korsholm 
Music Festival has 
been a resounding 
success. Concerts and 
events have attracted 
a large audience, with 
several concerts sold 
out and many others 
well-attended. 

Festival director Milla Virta 
highlights the concerts at Sal-
teriet in Björkö, Bladhskagård 
in Kaskö, and various venues in 
Vasa. The poetry concert featu-
ring Vesa Vierikko and Petri Ku-
mela at Doo-bop club was also 
very popular.
The return of Huutoniemi 
Church
Huutoniemi Church, which has 
been absent from the festival pro-
gram for a long time, returned 
this year. The church proved to be 
a very popular concert venue for 
both organizers and the audience.

A diverse program
Artistic director Jan-Erik Gus-

tafsson is grateful to the audien-

ce for their open reception of the 
diverse program. The festival is 
known for combining well-kno-
wn classics with newer works, 
which has also pleased the audi-
ence this year.

Chairman of the board Anton 
Ylikallio emphasizes the diver-
sity of the festival. The program 
has included both well-known 
works such as Mozart’s ”Eine 
Kleine Nachtmusik” and Men-
delssohn’s string quartet, as well 
as several world premieres and 
Finnish premieres. The mas-
terclass, with participants from 
all over the world, has also been 
of a very high standard.
A successful opening ceremo-
ny
The opening ceremony at Kö-
pcentrum Rewell has proven to 
be a successful way to reach a 
wider audience and attract new 
visitors to the concerts.
Milla Virta on maternity leave
From October onwards, festi-
val director Milla Virta will be 
on maternity leave. She will be 
replaced by Viktor Nygård, who 
is an alto violinist in the Vasa 
City Orchestra and has extensive 

experience producing Swedish 
opera and chamber music festi-
vals.
Summary
The Korsholm Music Festival 
2024 has been a great success. 
The diverse program and large 

audience have made the festival 
an unforgettable experience. The 
festival has succeeded in com-
bining well-known classics with 
new music, and has thus pleased 
both regular and new visitors.

Korsholm Music Festival 2024: A Great 
Success with a Diverse Program

Tove Teuvalla-opera
Premiere yesterday evening 
3.8.2024 in the Church in Teuva
Tove Jansson’s Influence Belo-
ved author and artist Tove Jans-
son will be honored with a new 
opera production, Tove Teuval-
la, at the 2024 Musikfestspelen 
Korsholm. The opera will be per-
formed at Teuva Church in the 
end of the music festival. 

The opera revolves around Tove 
Jansson’s sacred artwork, the 
Ten Virgins altarpiece at Teuva 
Church. 

Jorma Uotinen, a professor and 
dance artist, is directing the ope-
ra. Jorma Uotinen is a Finnish 
dance artist and choreographer 
known for his contributions to 
contemporary dance and perfor-

mance art. In the context of the 
opera production ”Tove Teuval-
la,” he serves as the director

Tove Jansson’s Ten Virgins al-
tarpiece, which serves as the 
inspiration for the opera ”Tove 
Teuvalla,” explores themes of 
spirituality, femininity, and the 
passage of time. The artwork de-
picts the parable of the Ten Vir-
gins from the Bible, symbolizing 
readiness and the importance of 
being prepared for the divine.

The altarpiece contrasts the wise 
virgins, who are prepared and 
bring oil for their lamps, with the 
foolish ones, who do not. This 
narrative highlights themes of 
vigilance, wisdom, and the con-
sequences of one’s choices.
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In the context of the opera, the 
altarpiece may also reflect Jans-
son’s broader artistic explora-
tion of human emotions, rela-
tionships, and the connection 
between the sacred and the eve-
ryday. The opera likely delves 
into the emotional depth of these 
themes, bringing Jansson’s vision 
to life through music and perfor-
mance.

Tove Jansson’s Ten Virgins altar-
piece explores several key the-
mes and symbolism:

Readiness and Vigilance: The 
central theme is the importance 
of being prepared, as illustrated 

by the contrast between the wise 
and foolish virgins. This reflects 
a broader message about life’s 
choices and the consequences of 
inaction.

Duality of Human Nature: The 
altarpiece symbolizes the dual 
aspects of humanity—wisdom 
and folly. It prompts contemplati-
on on the complexities of human 
decisions and moral dilemmas.

Spirituality and Faith: The work 
delves into spiritual readiness 
and the relationship between the 
earthly and the divine, inviting 
viewers to consider their own 
faith and spiritual journeys.

Femininity: The depiction of the 
virgins can be seen as a celebra-
tion of femininity, highlighting 
the roles women play in spiritual 
narratives and their agency in 
making choices.

Time and Transition: The theme 
of time is significant, as the vir-
gins await the arrival of the bri-
degroom. This symbolizes the 
transient nature of life.

Light and Darkness: The use of 
light (from the lamps) versus 
darkness serves as a metaphor 
for knowledge versus ignorance, 
guidance versus confusion, and 
the clarity of faith versus the un-
certainty of doubt.

Through these themes, Jansson’s 
altarpiece invites deep reflection 
on moral choices, spiritual readi-
ness, and the human experience.

In Ostrobothnia, alco-
hol was drunk least 
in Mainland Finland. 
No wonder we are so 
healthy! 

Total alcohol consumption con-
tinued to decrease in 2023. Ac-
cording to recent statistics from 
the National Institute for Health 
and Welfare (THL), the total con-
sumption of alcoholic beverages 
in Finland was 8.7 litres of one 
hundred per cent alcohol per re-
sident aged 15 or over. This is 
2.4% less than in 2022.

Total consumption of alcoholic 
beverages consists of retail and 
on-trade sales in Finland, as well 
as alcohol imported from abroad 
by Finns and online purchases.

Total alcohol consumption has 
been falling since 2007.

”The decrease in alcohol con-
sumption is a positive develop-
ment that has improved the health 
and well-being of Finns. Howe-
ver, increasing the availability 
of stronger alcoholic beverages 
may gradually weaken this fa-
vourable development and wea-
ken the effectiveness of national 
alcohol policy,” emphasises Tho-
mas Karlsson, Chief Specialist at 
THL.
Large regional differences in 

the sale of alcoholic bevera-
ges
More alcohol is sold in Eastern 
than Western Finland, and more 
in Northern than Southern Fin-
land. In Northern Finland, the 
sales volume is increased by 
tourism, and in cottage towns in 
Eastern Finland, such as South 
Savo (9.3 litres) and South Kare-
lia (8.6 litres), summer residents 
influence sales volumes. In 2023, 
an average of 10.5 litres of 100% 
alcohol per resident aged 15 or 
over was sold in Northern Fin-
land. The liquor bought by many 
tourists probably contributes to 
this. 

However, alcohol-related mor-
bidity and mortality are higher in 
the wellbeing services counties 
of Eastern Finland than in Wes-
tern Finland, which suggests that 
permanent residents of the areas 
also consume more alcohol than 
in Western Finland.

”The division of Uusimaa 
into smaller wellbeing services 
counties highlighted the fact that 
alcohol sales in Eastern, Central 
and Western Uusimaa are lower 
than the average for the whole 
country. In Helsinki, on the other 
hand, sales are equal to the ave-
rage for the whole country,” says 
THL

Senior Specialist Marke Jääs-
keläinen.

In the wellbeing services 
counties of Southern, Central and 
North Ostrobothnia and Ostro-
bothnia, alcohol sales were lower 
than the national average (7.4 lit-
res). 

In 2023, the lowest alcohol sa-
les were made in the wellbeing 
services county of Ostrobothnia, 
where consumption was only 
6 litres per resident aged 15 or 
over. The low sales in Åland are 
partly explained by the purchase 
of alcohol from cruise ships.

”Regional differences in sales 
highlight the fact that national 
alcohol policy has different re-
gional effects. This can be seen, 
for example, as disturbances in 
public order, accidents or long-
term strain on health and social 
services. This year, health and so-
cial services funding has been cut 
while the availability of stronger 
alcoholic beverages has been ex-
panded. This may also increase 
the burden on health and social 
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services,” Karlsson estimates. 
(Source: THLfi)

They, who know a 
little more
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Daily

Finland’s most popu-
lar barbecue restau-
rants – Foodora lists 
restaurants and dis-
hes
Malmönkatun Grilli 
third
 
Finns enjoy grilled food especial-
ly when staying at their cottages 
in the summer, but barbecue fla-
vours are also attractive in many 
popular grill restaurants during 
the summer season. Foodora has 
compiled a list of Finland’s most 
popular grill restaurants, and this 
time it is not the restaurants in the 
Helsinki metropolitan area that 
come out on top.

Foodora listed the most popu-
lar grill restaurants and dishes.

In summer, tourists and sum-
mer cottages move around Fin-
land, and although many people 
enjoy cooking food outdoors, or-
dering food is still a popular op-
tion during the summer months. 
Consumers may want to take a 
break from cooking, or summer 
events may also attract barbecue 

lovers. In any case, the populari-
ty of barbecue restaurants is at its 
peak, especially in summer.

Foodora has compiled a list of 
Finland’s most popular barbecue 
restaurants around the country. 
The delicacies offered by these 
restaurants are definitely worth 
tasting, as they are also Foodora’s 
most popular grill restaurants in 
winter. In addition, Lahti is par-
ticularly different from the list, as 
the list includes as many as three 
grill restaurants in Lahti. 

Kino Grilli, Oulu
Itäharjun Grilli, Turku
Malmönkatu Grilli, Vaasa
Lounaispuiston grilli 21, Jy-

väskylä
Best burger, Joensuu
Jykän Grilli, Seinäjoki
Eepin Grilli, Mikkeli
Jonen Grilli, Lahti
Burger Mafia Kivimaa, Lahti
Burger Mafia Fly, Lahti
Ohana Grille, Tampere
Grilli Veskari, Savonlinna
City Burger, Porvoo 
(Foodora.fi)

Lift’s winter timetab-
les come into effect 
on 5.8.

The winter timetables of Lift, the 
joint public transport service of 
Vaasa and Korsholm, will enter 
into force on Monday 5.8.2024 
and local buses will operate ac-
cording to the winter timetables 
until 1.6.2025.

There will be changes and re-
newals to Lift’s winter schedules, 
for example in the form of pilot 
lines. The aim of the changes is to 
prevent possible delays, balance 
rush hour shifts and make it easi-
er to travel to school.

The changes concern the follo-

wing lines:
Specifications have been made 

to the departures of lines 1 and 7 
in order to prevent possible de-
lays.

More 7K services have also 
been added to line 7 on week-
days. Weekends will remain the 
same as in the summer schedule 
for 2024.

A few new departures have 
been added to line 5 on weekdays 
in an attempt to balance out rush 
hour services.

For route 30, both the route and 
timetable have been updated in 
connection with the new service 
agreement. The route runs from 
Vaasa via Vähänkyrö to Tervajo-
ki; every departure takes place or 
departs from Tervajoki. The new 
route started operating already in 
summer 2024 schedules.

In the upcoming winter schedu-
le, new pilot lines on the Länsi-
niitty-Koskisuo-Gerby route will 
also be tested. The line serves 
especially Länsimetsä school stu-
dents who travel from the Länsi-
niityn or Koskisuo areas.

The operator of the line is Di-
sabled Taxi Niemi and Waltti tra-
vel cards are accepted as a means 
of payment.

More detailed information 
about the pilot lines can be found 
on Lift’s website.

Winter timetables, more detai-
led routes and possible excepti-
ons can be found on Lift’s web-
site.
(Vaasa.fi)

If you arrived by ship 
from Tallinn to Hel-
sinki on 26.7., this 
may be important in-
formation
A person infected with measles 
has travelled with Viking Line 
Gabriella from Tallinn to Helsin-
ki on Friday 26 July from 14:00 
to 16:50. During the trip, the per-
son may have contracted meas-
les.

THL has contacted the passen-
gers on board and made contact.

. Measles is extremely conta-
gious, and in such a situation, it is 
good to remember THL’s instruc-
tions: 

Two previously received meas-
les or MMR vaccines provide 

good protection against measles.
A person who has had measles 

does not need to be vaccinated.
If the child has received the 

first vaccine dose in accordance 
with the vaccination schedule, 
the second dose does not need to 
be brought forward.

Parents of unvaccinated child-
ren, unvaccinated adults, unvac-
cinated pregnant women and 
people with compromised im-
mune systems (severely reduced 
immunity) are advised to contact 
their own health centre as soon as 
possible to assess the situation.

People whose vaccination 
protection is insufficient are re-
commended to contact their 
own health centre to supplement 
their vaccination protection. The 
MMR vaccination is free for eve-
ryone. 

The first symptoms of measles 
are high fever, respiratory symp-
toms and often eye inflammation. 
The rash starts a couple of days 
after the fever and lasts for just 
over a week.

If the traveller develops symp-
toms consistent with measles wi-
thin three weeks of travelling, he 
or she must first contact their own 
health centre by phone for further 
instructions.

Measles is easily contagious 
Measles is an exceptionally 

contagious disease. It is trans-
mitted through the room air and 
it can be enough to stay in the 
same space.

Measles patients must be in-
fected four days before the rash 
(i.e. one day before the first 
symptoms) and four days after 
the onset of the rash.

Two doses of the measles or 
MMR vaccine provide good 
protection against the disease. 
People born before 1965 may be 
protected from the disease. The 
MMR vaccination is free of char-
ge for everyone as part of the na-
tional vaccination programme. It 
also protects against mumps and 
rubella.

Measles can be a serious disea-
se for anyone, regardless of age. 
Especially for people with wea-
kened immune systems, measles 
can be a serious, even fatal, di-
sease. (Source: THL.fi)
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EVENTS

PÖRTOM CHURCH
Music in the August eve-
ning

in Pörtom church
Thursday 8.8.24 at 8 pm
Närpes Male Choir
Tobias Udd, conductor 
and trumpet
Thursday 15.8.24 at 8 pm
Barnabas Mebrahtu from 
Eritrea, vocals
Mirella Rantamäki, vocals
Thursday 22.8.24 at 8 pm
Fredrik Teir, vocals
The Pörtomkören
Arr: Närpes parish’s music 
activities

TOVE TEUVALLA-OPERA
Östermark kyrka .Teuvan 

kirkko
3.8.24 - 11. 8.2024
https://www.korsholm-
musicfestival.fi/tove-teu-
valla/operan-tove-teuval-
la

WASA FUTURE FESTIVAL
5-10.8.2024
The Wasa Future Festival 
2024 is set to take place 
from 5th to 10th August. 
This event gathers kno-
wledgeable and moti-
vated individuals from 
the business world, uni-
versities, regional deci-
sion-making bodies, and 
ministerial corps to focus 
on solving issues in Vaasa 

and across Finland. The 
event can be followed on 
Wasa Future Festival You-
Tube channel. 
Wasa Innovation Center
Gerbyntie 18

65230 Vaasa
https://wasafuturefesti-
val.fi/

NIGHT OF THE ARTS

In Vaasa
15.8.2024

The Nignt of the Arts will be 
celebrated in Vaasa on Thurs-
day, August 15, 2024. This 
year, a record number of 180 
participants have registered for 
the event. The theme for this 
year’s festive parade is peace. 
 
The city event, loved by Vaasa 
residents, will feature a record 
number of participants offering 
programs they have created. On 
the Market Square stage, Ritz 

stage, and Volume stage in the 
Fanny Cultural House, we will 
see performances by a total of 
24 local bands and artists. 

VAASAN MARSSI
9.-11.8.2024
Vaasan Kävelyklubi ry/rf
www.vaasanmarssi.fi

COELIAC DISEASE WEEK
2-8.9.2024
Many events in different places
www.keliakialiitto.fi

VASA CITY THEATRE
CABARET-musical

Premiere Sept 12, 2024
www.vaasankaupunginte-
atteri.fi

HELSINKI BOOK FAIR
24-27.10.24

Helsningin Messuhalli
https://kirjamessut.messukes-
kus.com/

LAUTASELLA-messut
Ablujt special diets
Helsningin Messuhallissa
26-27.10.24
www.keliakialiitto.fi/messut

RUSK
Chamber Music in Jakobs-
tad
19–23.11.2024
The Beauty of Longing
International creativity at 
the darkest time of the year
ruskfestival.fi

TIKANOJA
THE ART EVENT OF THE 
YEAR!

Eero Järnefelts exhibition 
opens on Nov 23, 2024

MEDIALANGUAGE (In Swe-
dish)  2025: Seminar XX
Vaasa 22-23 Januari 2025
Media Language 2025 
is organised by the Swe-
dish Press Service and 
the Centre for Lifelong 
Learning at Åbo Akade-
mi University in collabo-
ration with Svenska Yle, 
Hufvudstadsbladet Ab, 
HSS Media, ÅU Media, 
Friends of Swedish Public 
Schools, the Åbo Akademi 
University Foundation, the 
Swedish Cultural Founda-
tion in Sweden, the Harry 
Schauman Foundation and 
Konstsamfundet.

Media Language’s langua-
ge leaders are Jennie Stor
gård, Minna Levälahti and 
Leni Sundman at the Swe-
dish Press Service (SPT).
In January 2024, the 
well-attended seminar was 
held at Hanasaari in Hel-
sinki.
https://www.mediesprak.
fi/seminariet/
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CHURCH 

Address: Porvarintie 44, 
64700 Teuva
Parish: Teuva Parish
Year Built: 1953
Architect: Elsi Borg
Material: Brick
Seating Capacity: 750

Teuva  Church is an architectural 
gem located in the heart of Öster-
mark, built in 1953 according to 
the designs of architect Elsi Borg. 
This long church with a front 
tower, constructed from brick, 
offers a unique setting for both 
historical and spiritual events.

The church was built after the 
old church was destroyed in a 
fire in 1950. It was protected by 
a decision of the Church Council 
in 2019, highlighting its cultural 

and historical significance. Due 
to inflation, the insurance com-
pensation for the previous church 
was insufficient, so the new chur-
ch was built mainly with donated 
funds, demonstrating the com-
munity’s strong commitment and 
unity.

The architectural details of the 
building are impressive: a steep 
gabled roof, a two-aisle nave, and 
decorative pillars create a har-
monious atmosphere. The chur-
ch bells, dating from 1865 and 
1972, still call the congregation 
to gather.
The Beauty and Art of the In-
terior
The church’s interior is as im-
pressive as its exterior architectu-
re. With an area of 800 square 
meters, the church accommoda-

tes 750 seats, and the altarpiece 
”The Ten Virgins,” which is Tove 
Jansson’s only altarpiece, captu-
res the eye. Completed in 1953, 
the altarpiece remains a signifi-
cant part of the church’s decor.

Elsi Borg designed the pulpit, 
and T. J. Korpi carved the woo-
den sculptures depicting Apostle 
Paul, the evangelists, and Moses, 
adding to the room’s dignity. The 
church’s chandeliers, originally 
made for Lumivaara Church in 
the ceded Karelia, were brought 
to Östermark due to the war and 
installed in the church in 1978. 
The parish hall features a work 
by textile artist Kaarina Heikin-
heimo.

The church’s organs are also an 
essential part of its musical heri-
tage. The original organs, made 

by the Kangasala Organ Factory 
in 1953, were replaced in 1994 
with new organs built by Organ 
Builder Veikko Virtanen, with a 
facade designed by Carl-Johan 
Slotte.
Experience the Unique Atmo-
sphere of Teuva Church
Östermark Church is not just a 
religious center but also a cultu-
ral landmark that offers a venue 
for music, art, and community. 
Come and experience this histo-
ric church, which has served as 
the setting for the opera ”Tove in 
Östermark,” and let its rich his-
tory and beautiful architecture 
inspire you.

Teuva (Östermark) Church: A Venue of the 
Tove Teuvalla-Opera
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CLIMATE CHANGE

June 2024 continued a disturbing 
trend, according to data from the 
European Union’s Copernicus 
Climate Change Service (C3S). 
It was the hottest June ever recor-
ded globally, surpassing the pre-
vious record set in 2023. This is 
significant not just for the headli-
ne-grabbing ”hottest month” tit-
le, but because it marks the 12th 
consecutive month where global 
temperatures have been at least 
1.5°C higher than pre-industrial 
levels (1850-1900).

A Long, Hot Streak
While a single month of record 

heat can be due to natural varia-
tions, a string of 12 months is ext-
remely concerning. It highlights 
the relentless rise in global tem-
peratures driven by greenhouse 
gas emissions. This isn’t entirely 
unprecedented - a similar streak 
occurred in 2015/2016 - but it 
serves as a stark reminder of the 
urgency of climate action.

Not Just a Global Issue
The news isn’t all global. Europe 

also saw its fair share of heat, with 
June 2024 tying for the second-hot-
test June on record. This heat, com-
bined with other extreme weather 
events we’ve seen this year, un-
derscores the very real impacts of 
climate change being felt around the 
world.

Looking Ahead
The record-breaking tempera-

tures of June are a worrying sign. 
The high average temperature for 
the past year (July 2023 - June 
2024) is the highest on record. 
This trend is likely to continue 
unless we take significant steps 
to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

Comments
This data from Copernicus is a 

stark reminder that climate chan-
ge is not a future threat, it’s hap-
pening now. The continued rise 
in global temperatures will have 
far-reaching consequences, and 
we need to act decisively to miti-
gate them. (Source: C3S)

July 21, 2024 - The 

Warmest Day in His-
tory
The Earth has reached an unpre-
cedented milestone in its climatic 
history. According to the Coper-
nicus Climate Change Service 
(C3S), July 21, 2024, has set a 
new record for the highest daily 
global average temperature ever 
recorded, peaking at 17.09°C.  
This narrowly surpasses the pre-
vious record of 17.08°C, set on 
July 6, 2023.

Preliminary data released by 
C3S on July 23 confirm that 
Sunday, July 21, marked the hot-
test day since at least 1940 by a 
margin of just 0.01°C.  Although 
the increase may seem minimal, 
it highlights a significant trend 
when viewed in the context of 
climate records. The differen-
ce between the temperatures of 
the past 13 months and previous 
years is striking, illustrating a ra-
pid escalation in global warming.

The data, which is accessible 
through Climate Pulse—C3S’s 
application providing historical 
and real-time temperature data 
from the ERA5 reanalysis data-
set—reveals a disturbing pattern. 
The ERA5 dataset has document-
ed that since July 2023, there 
have been 57 days where daily 
global average temperatures have 
surpassed the previous record 
high of 16.8°C, set on August 
13, 2016. These record-breaking 
days were predominantly obser-
ved in July and August of 2023 
and during June and July of 2024.

C3S Director Carlo Buontem-
po emphasized the gravity of this 
trend: ”On July 21st, C3S recor-
ded a new record for the daily 
global mean temperature. What is 
truly staggering is how large the 
difference is between the tempe-
rature of the last 13 months and 
the previous temperature records. 
We are now in truly uncharted 
territory, and as the climate keeps 
warming, we are bound to see 
new records being broken in fu-
ture months and years.”

The analysis further indicates 
that both 2023 and 2024 have 
experienced annual highs signi-
ficantly higher than those recor-
ded in previous years. This is 
underscored by the fact that the 
ten years with the highest daily 
average temperatures all fall wi-
thin the last decade, from 2015 to 
2024. This clear and consistent 
upward trend is a stark indicator 
of the accelerating pace of global 
warming.

The implications of these fin-
dings are profound, signaling an 
urgent need for global action to 
address climate change. As tem-
peratures continue to rise, the 
frequency and intensity of ext-
reme weather events are likely 
to increase, posing significant 
challenges to ecosystems, human 
health, and global infrastructure. 
The new record set on July 21, 
2024, serves as a critical remin-
der of the pressing need to miti-
gate climate change and adapt to 
its inevitable impacts.

The Heat Will Kill You 
First: A Grim Warning 
for a Scorching Sum-
mer
This summer, as temperatures 
soar and heat waves grip regions 
around the world, Jeff Goo-
dell’s book, ”The Heat Will Kill 
You First: Life and Death on a 
Scorched Planet,” takes on a ter-
rifying immediacy. Goodell, a 
veteran environmental journalist, 
meticulously details the dangers 
of rising global temperatures, 
particularly the devastating effe-
cts on human health.

His message is stark: heat is 
the often-overlooked ”first or-
der threat” of climate change, a 
silent killer that disrupts ecosys-
tems, strains infrastructure, and 
puts millions at risk. While wil-
dfires and floods grab headlines, 
Goodell argues that heat exacts 
a deadlier toll, disrupting vital 
bodily functions and leading to 
heatstroke, organ failure, and 

even death.
The book isn’t just a scientific 

treatise; it’s a wake-up call. Goo-
dell weaves together personal 
stories of those already impacted 
by extreme heat – from farmwor-
kers in California to residents in 
India – with clear explanations of 
the science behind climate chan-
ge. This blend makes the urgency 
of the situation all too real.

This summer, with record-brea-
king temperatures predicted, 
Goodell’s warnings are tragically 
prescient. Thousands are likely to 
succumb to heat-related illnes-
ses, a grim testament to the hu-
man cost of inaction on climate 
change.

”The Heat Will Kill You First” 
is not just a book; it’s a call to ac-
tion. Goodell doesn’t shy away 
from outlining solutions, empha-
sizing the need for rapid transi-
tion to renewable energy sources 
and improved urban planning to 
mitigate the effects of heat waves.

Here is a short quote from the 
prologue of Jeff Goodell´s book:

”When it comes, it´s invisible. 
It does´nt bend tree branches or 
blow hair across your face to let 
you knot is´s arrived. The ground 
does not sheke. It just surrounds 
you and works on you in ways 
that you can´t anticipate or cont-
rol. You sweat. 

Your heart races. You´re thirs-
ty. Your vision blurs. The sun 
feels like a barrel of a gun point-
ed at you. Plants look like they´-
re crying. Birds vanish from the 
sky and take refuge in deep sha-
de. Cars are untouchable. Colors 
fade. The air smells burned. You 
can imagine fire even before you 
see it.”

As we face another scorching 
summer, let Goodell’s book serve 
as a motivator. By understanding 
the threat of heat and taking de-
cisive action, we can still build 
a more resilient future. But the 
time to act is now, before the heat 
truly becomes the silent killer of 
our generation.

Copernicus: June 2024 Marks Another Month 
of Broken Records
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CLIMATE CHANGE

Cities, particularly large ones, 
are becoming increasingly 
hotter than their surroun-
ding rural areas. This pheno-
menon, known as the ”urban 
heat island effect,” means 
that the temperature in ur-
ban environments can be sig-
nificantly higher than in the 
countryside. 

The consequences are serious 
and can negatively impact human 
health, increasing the risk of cardio-
vascular and respiratory problems, 
heatstroke, and other health issues. 
With climate change threatening 
our planet, the urban heat island is-
sue is becoming increasingly acute. 
 
The reason behind the heat island 
effect is the artificial infrastructure 
and human activities that characte-
rize cities. Compared to rural areas, 
which are often covered in grass, 
crops, shrubs, or forests, urban are-
as have a significantly higher propor-

tion of paved surfaces. Vegetation 
helps to cool the air, while asphalt 
and concrete, on the other hand, 
absorb heat, leading to temperatu-
re increases. Additionally, buildings 
and narrow streets contribute to 
trapping heat by restricting airflow. 
Human activities, such as heating 
buildings and driving cars, also add 
heat to the urban environment. 
 
Overall, all of these factors lead 
to the urban heat island effect, 
which is most pronounced at 
night. Then, the temperature in ci-
ties can be up to 10°C higher than 
in rural areas. This is because the 
heat stored in buildings and roads 
during the day is released at night. 
 
The effect is particularly evident 
in larger cities. For example, tem-
peratures in central London and 
Paris are regularly recorded to be 
around 4°C higher than in the sur-
rounding countryside at night. Both 
of these cities, as well as many 
others around Europe and the 

Urban Heat Islands: A Growing Threat Exacerbated 
by Climate Change 

world, experience heat stress that 
leads to public health problems. 
 
To address this growing problem, 
urban planners and local govern-
ments are working to develop stra-
tegies to reduce heat stress in cities. 
Solutions may include increasing the 
amount of so-called green-blue in-
frastructure. Examples of this inclu-
de increased vegetation cover, such 
as through green roofs, and more 
water surfaces. However, to imple-
ment these changes, they first need 
to get a detailed picture of how tem-
perature varies within the urban en-
vironments they are responsible for. 
 
Managing urban heat islands is an 
important part of making cities 
more sustainable and livable, es-
pecially in light of future climate 
change. By reducing heat stress, we 
can create a better quality of life for 
residents while also contributing to 
a more sustainable future.
(Source: C3S)
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ASTRONOMY

All stargazers, rejoice! 
The annual Perseids 
meteor shower is now 
underway and offers 
a celestial fireworks 
display from mid-July 
to the end of August. 
While you may catch 
a glimpse of the oc-
casional meteor ear-
lier in the month, the 
real show kicks off this 
week, culminating in 
mid-August.

This year, the Perseids 
are expected to reach their 
peak on the night of August 
13. Under ideal conditions, 
with a dark sky free of light 
pollution, observers can 

Look up! Perseid meteor swarm illumi-
nates July and August nights

expect to see up to 90 me-
teors per hour streaking 
across the sky.

What are the Perseids?
The Perseids’ meteor 

swarm occurs when the 
Earth passes through the 
dusty debris field left be-
hind by comet Swift-Tuttle. 
When these small rocks 
and ice particles collide 
with our atmosphere at 
high speeds, they burn up, 
creating the bright streaks 
we call meteors or shooting 
stars.

The Perseids are known 
for their fast and bright 
meteors, which often lea-
ve behind light tails. They 
also generally produce 
more meteors per hour 
compared to other meteor 

swarms.
How to see the Perseids
To maximize your chances 

of catching a glimpse of the 
Perseids meteor shower, 
follow these tips:

Find a dark place far away 
from light pollution. Light 
pollution can significantly 
reduce the number of me-
teors you see.

Head out after midnight, 
as that’s when the radiant, 
the area of the sky where 
the meteors seem to come 
from, is at its highest in the 
sky.

Be patient! Let your eyes 
get used to the darkness 
for at least 30 minutes.

Bring a blanket or cam-
ping chair to make it com-
fortable. You will be looking 

upwards for a longer period 
of time.

Don’t let the moon ruin 
the show

This year, stargazers get 
a bonus! The peak of the 
Perseids coincides with a 
first quarter moon, which 
means that the moon’s 
light is minimal and will not 
interfere with the meteor 
shot.

So gather your friends 
and family, pack a picnic 
blanket, and head to a dark 
place. With a little patien-
ce and a clear sky, you can 
witness a breathtaking dis-
play of celestial fireworks 
courtesy of the Perseids’ 
meteor swarm.
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HEALTH 

A new Finnish study has 
linked periodontitis, a seri-
ous form of gum disease, to 
an increased risk of stroke 
in young adults. The resear-
ch, published in the Journal 
of Dental Re-search, found 
that people aged 18 to 49 
with periodontitis were si-
gnificantly more likely to 
suffer cryptogenic ische-
mic stroke (CIS), a type of 
stroke with unknown cau-
se. The study also found a 
link between recent inva-
sive dental procedures and 
an increased risk of stroke, 
especially in people with a 
heart defect called patented 
foramen ovale (PFO). Re-
searchers believe that the 
inflammation caused by pe-
riodontitis may play a role 
in the development of blo-
od clots, which can lead to 
stroke. Additionally, dental 
procedures can introduce 

bacteria into the bloodstre-
am, potentially increasing 
the risk of stroke in suscep-
tible individuals. The study 
emphasized the importance 
of good oral health, especi-
ally for young people. Re-
gular dental check-ups and 
proper oral hygiene can 
help prevent periodontitis 
and its associated health 
risks.

The new Alzheimer's 
drug will arrive in 
Finland next year?

Alzheimer's disease is a 
devastating disease that 
gradually takes away me-
mory and thinking ability. 
Although there is no per-
fect cure yet, there is light 
at the end of the tunnel on 
the horizon. The US Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has approved a new 

Tooth inflammation causes stroke in young people, 
according to a Finnish study

Prevention of stroke!
Alzheimer's drug, Lecane-
mab, for the early treatment 
of the disease.

Lecanemab is a so-cal-
led disease-modifying drug 
that removes plaque from 
the brain, so-called beta-
-amyloid. These plaques 
have been linked to the de-
velopment of Alzheimer's 
disease. Although the drug 
has not yet been shown to 
prolong the life of patients 
or cure the disease, it has 
shown promising results by 
slowing the progression of 
the disease.

Lecanemab has been 
shown in clinical trials to 
significantly reduce amylo-
id plaques in the brain. 
This is an important step 
forward, as previous studies 
have suggested that amylo-
id plaques are a key factor 
in the pathology of Alzhei-
mer's disease. While Leca-

nemab is a promising drug, 
it's important to remember 
that it's not yet widely avai-
lable. The safety and effica-
cy of the medicine still need 
to be studied in more detail. 
Additionally, the price may 
be high at first, which may 
limit its availability.

In Finland, lecanemab 
is expected to arrive next 
year if it is approved by the 
Finnish Medicines Agency 
Fimea, but the introduction 
of the drug will require ca-
reful evaluation and a clear 
selection of patients.

It is important to emphasi-
ze that research into Alzhei-
mer's disease is ongoing 
and that new treatments 
are being developed all the 
time. Lecanemab is one of 
the promising alternatives, 
but it is not yet the solution 
to all problems for people 
with Alzheimer's disease. 
More research and develo-
pment is needed to defeat 
Alzheimer's once and for 
all. 

However, there is reason 
to hope that in the future 
there will be opportuniti-
es for more effective tre-
atments and even preventi-
on of the disease.

NB: 
This article does not rep-

lace the information provi-
ded by the doctor. People 
with Alzheimer's disease 
should discuss their tre-
atments with their own do-
ctor.



ROADS

The asphalting of Sundomintie is fini-
shed!
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MUSIC

Indica is a Finnish rock band formed in 2001. The band’s music combines rock and pop, and is also influenced by classical music. Indi-
ca became known to the general public, especially under the leadership of singer and songwriter Jonsu (Johanna Salomaa). The band’s 
songs are often melodic and have a strong atmospheric and visual element. In-dica’s best-known songs include ”Eternal River”, ”Behind 
the Mountains” and ”Worst Today”. The band has released several albums in both Finnish and English, and it has also received a lot of 
attention internationally. Indica has participated in various music events and festivals and they have collaborated with the band Nightwish, 
among others. The band has gained a wide fan base both at home and abroad. 
Indica´s concert was part of the programme of Korsholm Music Festival.

Indica in Palosaari Church a week ago
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ART HISTORY
Fanny Churberg: A Painter with Her 
Whole Heart
Fanny Churberg was born 
on December 12, 1845, in 
what was then Nikolainkau-
punki, now known as Vaa-
sa. She was the third child 
in a family of seven, where 
her father, Matias Christi-
an Churberg, was a doctor, 
and her mother, Maria Ulri-
ka Perander, was a homema-
ker. Four of the children died 
young, and Fanny grew up 
with her two younger broth-
ers, Waldemar and Torsten. 
 
As a teenager, she was sent to 
Porvoo to attend school at Emma 
Christina Perander’s girls’ boarding 
school from 1857 to 1859. She also 
attended a girls’ school in Vyborg 
from 1860 to 1861. Her mother 
died in 1858, when Fanny was only 
12 years old, and her father passed 
away in 1865, when Fanny was 
20. The siblings moved to Hels-
inki to live with their aunt. Fanny 
was possibly engaged to Berndt 
Lindholm, but they never married. 
 
In Helsinki, Fanny Churberg be-
gan her art studies by taking private 
lessons. Her teachers included Sel-
ma Schaeffer and Alexandra Fros-
terus-Såltin (1865–1866), Emma 
Gyldén and Berndt Adolf Lind-
holm (1866–1867). She continu-
ed her studies as a private student 
under Carl Ludwig from 1867 to 
1868 and from 1871 to 1874 in 
Düsseldorf, Germany, which had a 
prestigious art academy. However, 
she always returned to Finland to 
paint during the summers. She was 
also one of the first Finnish artists 

to study in Paris. Churberg was a 
private student of Vilhelm von Ge-
gerfelt in Paris in 1876. In 1878, 
she visited the Paris World’s Fair, 
and her interest in folk art grew. 
 
Churberg is one of the most sig-
nificant figures in Finnish art his-

tory. Her short but intense career 
left a lasting mark on the national 
art scene. Churberg’s work is ex-
ceptionally powerful and perso-
nally marked, and her paintings 
continue to fascinate and inspire. 
 
Churberg was one of the bold wo-
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men of her time who broke tradi-
tional gender roles. She studied 
art in Düsseldorf, which was rare 
for women at the time. Her years 
in Germany strengthened her inte-
rest in landscape painting, which 
later became her main style. 
 
In Churberg’s paintings, nature 
is more than just a background; 
it is the main character. She cap-
tured the deepest essence of 
Finnish nature, its light, colors, 
and moods. Her works contain 
both strength and rawness, but 
also deep love and understanding. 
 
Churberg’s most famous paintings 
include ”After the Thunderstorm,” 
”Autumn in Porvoo,” and ”Pine 
Forest.” These works are like win-

dows to another world, where natu-
re is both beautiful and frightening, 
calm and stormy. Churberg mana-
ged to convey a holistic experien-
ce to the viewer that lingers long. 
 
Unfortunately, Churberg’s artistic 
career was cut short for several re-
asons, including her brother’s and 
her own illness. Her career ended 
in 1880. Before that, however, she 
had painted about 300 works. She 
died in 1892. Her death was a great 
loss to the art world, although her 
significance to Finnish art became 
clear only in the early 20th century. 
 
In Arena magazine, issue 1 in 1920, 
Signe Tandefelt wrote a long ar-
ticle about Fanny Churberg. The 
last paragraph of the article reads: 

”The intensity that she put into all 
her work throughout her life, in 
external and internal experiences, 
could not help but consume her 
vitality and by 1892 it was fore-
ver gone. Her continuous, tireless 
life full of work, Fanny Churberg 
devoted only a few years to artis-
tic creation, but what she produced 
during those years belongs to the 
best and most personal Finnish art.” 
 
Fanny Churberg remains one 
of the brightest stars in Finnish 
art. Her work continues to in-
spire and amaze generations. 
 
(Source: e.g., Wikipedia)
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We Are Preparing New and Absolutely Modern So-
lutions for Our Warriors – Address by the Presi-
dent

I wish you good health, fel-
low Ukrainians!

Today there were many 
substantive meetings. The be-
ginning of the day was devo-
ted to military matters. There 
was a report from Comman-
der-in-Chief Syrskyi regar-
ding the frontline situation. 
And of course, most attention 
was paid to the Pokrovsk di-
rection. This is where the figh-
ting remains the most intense, 
and this direction requires our 
most intensive responses to the 
occupier. Each brigade, each 

unit in the Pokrovsk direction 
– all our warriors who are ma-
intaining their resilience there 
and defending our positions 
despite the Russian assaults, 
are in many ways also holding 
the foundation of the defense 
of the entire eastern part of our 
country. 

At the same time, we do 
not diminish our attention 
to all other directions on the 
front – in the Donetsk regi-
on, as well as in the Kharkiv 
region and our southern regi-
ons. I am grateful to everyone 
whose courage is fully wor-

king for Ukraine. Also, today 
there was a report by Chief 
of the Defense Intelligence 
of Ukraine Budanov. The de-
tails are not public. Minister 
of Defense Umerov also re-
ported, in particular, on our 
cooperation with Türkiye. We 
are preparing new and absolu-
tely modern solutions for our 
warriors, which will definitely 
eliminate a lot of unnecessary 
bureaucracy and paperwork 
from the units. Soon these 
solutions will be presented to 
our society. They look really 
innovative. 

Also today, both the Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs and 
the international experts of the 
Office reported on our special 
foreign policy opportunities – 
opportunities that our country 
has thanks to many Ukraini-
ans and millions of citizens of 
other countries who believe in 
Ukraine, who support us. The-
se are opportunities to keep 
Ukraine in the focus of the 
world’s attention, to increase 
support for our state, for our 
people, and to really effecti-
vely advocate Ukraine’s needs 
and the main need – the need 
to end the war as soon and as 
fairly as possible. Ukrainians 
have withstood in this war and 
have been able to do so much 
because they have been united 
not only within the country, 
but for years now they have 
kept the world united for the 
right reasons – for the sake 
of Ukraine and for the sake 
of everything that makes this 
world human and capable of 
defeating evil. Our unity must 
be maintained in the future – 
all of us here in Ukraine, all of 

us in Europe and in the world 
who value Ukraine, who value 
life. 

As early as this August, we 
are preparing news about gre-
ater consolidation of both our 
people and everyone in the 
world who helps us. But for 
this, the Government and the 
Verkhovna Rada need to do 
some more work in August.
Glory to our people!
Glory to Ukraine!

License: Creative Commons Attribu-
tion-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 
4.0 International. The use of any 
materials posted on the website is 
permitted provided you link to www.
president.gov.ua regardless of full or 
partial use of materials.

    VENÄJÄ                     
Former Russian Pre-
sident Dmitry Medve-
dev commented:
About the Paris Olympics: 
”I don’t even want to say any-
thing about the Olympics in Pa-
ris, it’s a disgusting sight. France, 
under Macron’s leadership, has 
descended into a corrupt group 
grimacing to the cries of a crazy, 
vicious mob. What a shame!And 
now remember and compare with 
the Sochi Olympics or the football 
World Cup, which was held bril-
liantly in our country. Turn off the 
TVs and don’t follow the shameful 
freak show on the Internet.”
And about the  recent prisoner 
exchange: 
”Of course, I want Russian traitors 
to rot in a torture chamber or die 
in prison.as so often happened.But 
it is more useful to withdraw our 
own people, who worked for the 
country, for the fatherland, for all 
of us.”

RUSSIAN WAR AGAINST UKRAINE



AI

In the rapidly evolving 
landscape of artificial 
intelligence, a handful 
of models have emer-
-ged as frontrunners 
in the race to create 
the most capable and 
versatile AI assistants. 
GPT-3.5, GPT-4, GPT-
4.0, Gemini Pro, Mo-
nica, and Claude 3.5 
are all vying for the 
top spot, each with 
its own strengths and 
weaknesses. 

As the AI industry conti-
nues to advance at break-
neck speed, the question of 

which model reigns supre-
me remains open for deba-
te.

GPT-3.5 and GPT-4, de-
veloped by OpenAI, have 
garnered significant atten-
tion for their im-pressive 
natural language processing 
capabilities. GPT-3.5 offers 
a good balance of perfor-
-mance and cost-effective-
ness, making it accessible 
to a wider range of users. 
GPT-4, on the other hand, 
boasts enhanced reasoning 
abilities and improved con-
text understanding, but co-
mes with a heftier price tag.

Google’s Gemini Pro has 
entered the fray with pro-
mising multimodal capabi-
lities, able to process and 

generate both 
text and images. 
This versatility 
gives it an edge 
in certain appli-
-cations, par-
ticularly those 
requiring visual 
understanding 
alongside lan-
guage proces-
sing.

Monica, a 
l esser-known 
contender, has 
carved out a 
niche for itself 
with its focus 
on emot-ional 
i n t e l l i g e n c e 
and empathy in 
conversations. 
While it may 
not match the 
raw processing 
power of some 
competitors, its 

The best AI is yet to be decided
The rapid pace of develo-
pment means that today’s 
leader could be overtaken 
by tomorrow’s innovation.

Each model presents its 
own set of advantages and 
drawbacks. While some 
excel in raw pro-cessing 
power and breadth of kno-
wledge, others shine in 
specific domains or in their 
appro-ach to user interac-
tion. The “best” AI ultima-
tely depends on the specific 
needs and values of the user 
or organization deploying 
it.

As researchers push the 
boundaries of what’s possi-
ble in AI, we can expect to 
see even more powerful and 
sophisticated models emer-
ge. The competition bet-
ween these AI giants drives 
innovation, pushing each to 
improve and differentiate it-
self from the pack.

For now, the crown of 
“best AI” remains unclai-
med, with each model offe-
ring its own uni-que contri-
bution to the field. As these 
technologies continue to 
advance, users and deve-lo-
pers alike will need to care-
fully consider their specific 
requirements and ethical 
conside-rations when choo-
sing an AI model.

The AI landscape is far 
from settled, and the best 
may indeed be yet to come. 
As we stand on the cusp of 
even greater breakthroughs 
in artificial intelligence, one 
thing is certain: the race to 
create the ultimate AI assis-
tant is far from over.

ability to engage in more 
nuanced, emotionally awa-
re dia-logues sets it apart.

Claude 3.5, developed by 
Anthropic, has gained re-
cognition for its strong em-
phasis on safety and ethical 
considerations. With buil-
t-in safeguards and a com-
mitment to responsible AI 
development, Claude 3.5 
appeals to users who prio-
ritize trustworthiness and 
ethical align-ment in their 
AI interactions.

As these models conti-
nue to evolve, their relative 
strengths and weaknesses 
shift. GPT-4.0, for instance, 
promises even greater capa-
bilities than its predecessor, 
but details remain scarce. 
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What is this house?

Viime viikon  talo:                                         
The new S-Market in Sundom

Abbreviations are eve-
rywhere these days. From 
texting acronyms to tech-
nical jargon, those handy 
3-letter (and sometimes 
longer) combos can be con-
fusing if you’re not in the 
know. But fear not, fellow 
abbreviation adventurer! 
This article will equip you 
with the knowledge to de-
cipher 20 of the most com-
mon abbreviations you’ll 
encounter in everyday life.

1.	 LOL: Laughing 
Out Loud (This one might 
already be a classic for 
many!)
2.	 BRB: Be Right 
Back (Perfect for a quick 
bathroom break during a 
chat)
3.	 OMG: Oh My God 
(Expresses surprise or 
strong emotion)
4.	 IMHO: In My Hum-
ble Opinion (A way to pre-
face your opinion politely)
5.	 ** ASAP:** As Soon 
As Possible (Lights a fire 
under someone... nicely)

Wasa Daily
A modern newspaper with a layout 
with features of the press of the 1870s. 
Back then, newspapers had only 4-8 
pages. Lots of text, but no images at 
all, so there’s a lot to read on a few 
pages. Our paper is one of the very 
few newspapers in English serving  
English-speaking inhabitants in the 
Osthrobotnia region

The magazine contains quotations 
from old daily newspapers taken 
from the National Archives (digi.kan-
salliskirjasto.fi). GPT3, Gemini and 
Monica do some of the routine editing 
work, such as translation, corrector 
reading, and short notice writing. All 
texts have been checked by journalists 
and the editorial staff is responsible 
for all the content of the texts. 

Wasa Daily is a daily newspaper 
type publication, so far it is published 
on Sunday mornings. But our goal is 
for it to come out every morning in 
the future. 

The magazine is available online 
for free. 

Editor-in-chief Hans Björknäs.
Readers’ writings are welcome! 
The magazine is locally owned and 

will remain so. For ever!
Editorial office: Wasa Daily, Koulu-

katu 37 B 7, 65100 Vaasa, tel. +358-40-
5462455.

Helsinki editorial office: Wasa Dai-
ly, Toinen linja 9 B 36, 00530 Helsinki.  
Phone +358-40-5462455.

Email: wasadagblad@gmail.com

AI
20 Everyday Abbreviations You Need to 
Know (and Maybe a Few You Don’t)

6.	 FYI: For Your Infor-
mation (A heads-up for 
someone)
7.	 ETA: Estimated 
Time of Arrival (Lets you 
know when to expect so-
meone)
8.	 RSVP: Please Reply 
(Formal request for a re-
sponse to an invitation)
9.	 PDF: Portable 
Document Format (A 
common file format for 
documents)
10.	 JPG: Joint Photo-
graphic Experts Group (A 
popular image file format)
11.	 GIF: Graphics Inter-
change Format (Another 
image format, known for 
animations)
12.	 TIFF: Tagged Ima-
ge File Format (Used for 
high-quality images)
13.	 WWW: World Wide 
Web (The foundation of 
the internet we know)
14.	 HTTP: Hypertext 
Transfer Protocol (The 
language webpages use to 
talk)
15.	 GPS: Global Positi-

oning System (Helps you 
navigate the world)
16.	 ATM: Automa-
ted Teller Machine (Your 
friendly neighborhood 
cash dispenser)
17.	 DIY: Do It Yourself 
(For the handy folks out 
there)
18.	 VIP: Very Important 
Person (Someone who gets 
special treatment)
19.	 TBA: To Be Announ-
ced (Stay tuned for more 
information)
20.	 TBD: To Be Deter-
mined (We’re still figuring 
things out)

This is just a taste of the 
abbreviation world, but 
with these 20 under your 
belt, you’ll be well on your 
way to deciphering the 
everyday lingo, from ca-
sual texts to technical do-
cuments. So, the next time 
you see an abbreviation 
that leaves you scratching 
your head, remember this 
list and keep on exploring 

the wonderful world of 
shorthand communication!



ROAD CHURCH

n the picturesque ri-
verside landscape rises 
the majestic Kauhajoki 
Church, which is a tes-
tament to the city’s rich 
history and enduring 
faith. With its soaring 
tower and grand archi-
tecture, the church has 
served as a beacon for 
spiritual guidance and 
community gathering 
for more than six centu-
ries.

The church’s roots go back to 
the 1500s and the first chapel 
was built in 1584. Over the 
years, the church has under-
gone several changes, each 
reflecting the changing archi-
tectural styles of the time. The 

current building, designed by 
renowned Finnish architect 
Veikko Larkas, was inaugura-
ted in 1958 and is a significant 
example of post-war moder-
nist architecture.

In addition to its architectu-
ral significance, Kauhajoki 
Church holds an important 
place in the hearts of the com-
munity. The spacious interior, 
adorned with fine stained glass 
windows and intricate wood-
work, provides a peaceful en-
vironment for worship, cont-
emplation, and celebration. 
The church regularly hosts a 
variety of religious services, 
including weekly Sunday ser-
vices, baptisms, weddings, 
and funerals.

In addition to the spiritual 

offerings, Kauhajoki Church is 
also a vibrant cultural center. 
Throughout the year, the chur-
ch hosts a variety of events, 
from fascinating concerts and 
thought-provoking lectures 
to heartwarming community 
gatherings. These events not 
only enrich the lives of the 
locals, but also contribute to a 
sense of unity and belonging.

The Church’s commit-
ment to accessibility extends 
beyond the physical structu-
re. With dedicated wheelchair 
ramps, accessible restrooms, 
and hearing loops, the Chur-
ch ensures that all members 
of the community can fully 
participate in its activities and 
services.

A visit to Kauhajoki Church 

is not just a religious pilgri-
mage; It’s a deep dive into the 
soul of the city. The church’s 
enduring presence, architectu-
ral beauty, and vibrant sense 
of community make it a che-
rished landmark that inspires 
and unites generations.

Information about the 
church:

Address: Topeeka 9, 61800 
Kauhajoki

Opening hours: weekdays 
9.00 - 21.00

Sunday services: 10:00 a.m.
Services:
Free parking
Wheelchairs
Toilets
Accessible toilets

Kauhajoki Church: a beacon of faith and community
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ROAD CHURCH

”A Handsome Church (Komia 
kirkko)” is an apt name for Ylis-
taro Church, which is the pride of 
the Seinäjoki parish. This stone 
and brick church is the third in 
Ylistaro and was completed in 
1850. The church was consecra-
ted in May 1852. It was designed 
by state architect E. Lohrman and 
supervised by Jaakko Kuoriko-
ski. This majestic church is the 
third largest in Finland, with gal-
leries on two floors on its sides.

The original seating capacity 
of the church was 2500, but to-
day there are slightly fewer seats. 
You can read more about Ylistaro 
Church in Finnish, Swedish, Ger-
man and English via the Android 
and iOS mobile app, which can 
be downloaded from Play Store 
and App Store (Nettikirkko - Se-
inäjoki Parish).

Opening hours and events
Ylistaro Church is open in 

summer 8.6.-4.8. every day from 
11 am to 6 pm. On Wednesdays 
5.6.-7.8., summer evening devo-

The Church in Ylistaro - an interesting road church

tionals are held in the chapel at 6 
pm, when the church is open until 
7 pm. On Midsummer’s Eve and 
Midsummer’s Day, the church is 
closed. During opening hours, 
there will be a guide who will tell 
you about the history of the Chur-
ch and answer questions.

Services are held on Sundays at 
10 a.m., and everyone is welco-
me to attend. The address of the 
church is Lapuantie 138, 61400 
Ylistaro. Other events and events 
can be viewed on the website of 
the Seinäjoki parish: events.

Services
On the church grounds there is 

free parking, a guide, accessible 
access, a toilet and a toilet for 
disabled people. Ylistaro Church 
offers its visitors the opportunity 
to experience the atmosphere of 
the historic building and learn 
about the local cultural heritage. 
This magnificent road church is 
definitely worth a visit on a sum-
mer holiday

*27*   Wasa Daily 4.8..2024



*28*   Wasa Daily 4.8..2024

Those who know a little more
are those

who read Wasa Daily



Horoscope for June 2024 
Aries (March 21 - April 
19) 
You’ll be the life of every 
barbecue, Aries! Just 
remember: the grill mas-
ter controls the tongs 
and your ego. Try not to 
challenge them to a duel. 
 
Taurus (April 20 - May 
20) 
Your determination is 
legendary, Taurus, but 
maybe it’s time to ad-
mit that the lawn chair 
assembly instructions 
aren’t a personal vendet-
ta against you. 
 
Gemini (May 21 - June 
20) 
Social butterfly? More 
like social dragonfly this 
month! You’ll flit from 
event to event, dazzling 
everyone. Just don’t 
forget where you parked 
your broomstick. 
 
Cancer (June 21 - July 
22) 
Home is where the heart 
is, Cancer, and also whe-
re the A/C is. Let others 
battle the heat while you 
become a blanket burri-
to with a book. 
 
Leo (July 23 - August 22) 
August is your month 
to roar, Leo! Just make 
sure your majestic mane 

doesn’t get too tangled in 
your party hat. It’s hard 
to be the life of the party 
when you’re stuck in a 
tinsel trap. 
 
Virgo (August 23 - Sep-
tember 22) 
Organization is your 
game, Virgo, but even 
you can’t alphabetize 
the clouds. Take a break 
from your color-coded 
planner and enjoy some 
spontaneous sunbathing. 
 
Libra (September 23 - 
October 22) 
Balance is key, Libra, but 
if you spend any more 
time weighing the pros 
and cons of watermelon 
versus cantaloupe, sum-
mer will be over. Just 
pick a fruit! 
 
Scorpio (October 23 - 
November 21) 
Your mysterious allu-
re will be in full force, 
Scorpio. Be careful 
though, too much broo-
ding by the pool can lead 
to unwanted tan lines... 
and conspiracy theories. 
 
Sagittarius (November 
22 - December 21) 
Adventure calls, Sagitta-
rius! Whether it’s hiking 
a new trail or trying the 
latest ice cream flavor, go 

boldly. But maybe pack 
a map and a Lactaid, 
just in case. 
 
Capricorn (December 
22 - January 19) 
Work hard, play hard, 
Capricorn. Just remem-
ber, your boss doesn’t 
need a 15-slide Power-
Point on why your be-
ach day was productive. 
Enjoy the sand between 
your toes! 
 
Aquarius (January 20 - 
February 18) 
Your inventive spirit 
will have you devising 
the perfect summer 
cocktail. Just ensure it 
doesn’t involve a che-
mistry set or you might 
end up reinventing the 
hangover. 
 
Pisces (February 19 - 
March 20) 
Dreamy Pisces, Au-
gust is perfect for your 
daydreams. Just don’t 
let them take you so far 
away that you forget 
sunscreen. Sunburns 
are real, even in fantasy 
lands. 
 
Enjoy the quirky twists 
and turns of August, 
and remember: it’s all 
in the stars, but you 
control the sunscreen!

HOROSCOPE FOR AUGUST 2024
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From our readers
We very much welcome 
submissions from our 
readers. Comments, stories, 
memories, debate, news 
from home. Probably this 
will be the most important 
part of this spring paper. But 
space is limited, so please 
write as short as possible! 
So please send posts to:
wasadagblad@gmail-com

Advertise in Wasa 
Daily
Being among the first to advertise in 
this historic and hyper-modern daily 
may have some PR value.

Send ads to
wasadagblad@gmail.com

Wasa Daily
wasadagblad@gmail.com

Astronomical image of the week:

Africa and Europe from a Million Miles 
Away

Africa is front and center in this image of Earth taken by a NASA ca-
mera on the Deep Space Climate Observatory (DSCOVR) satellite. The 
image, taken July 6 from a vantage point one million miles from Earth, 
was one of the first taken by NASA’s Earth Polychromatic Imaging 
Camera (EPIC).
Central Europe is toward the top of the image with the Sahara Desert 
to the south, showing the Nile River flowing to the Mediterranean Sea 
through Egypt. The photographic-quality color image was generated by 
combining three separate images of the entire Earth taken a few minutes 
apart. NASA
Public domain

NEXT 
WEEK:

HUMOUR ONE HUNDRED 

YEARS AGO 
BÄ BÄ
Doctor K- and his brother 
the veterinarian get into 
a dispute about whose 
profession requires the 
greatest ability to diagnose. 
Both hold their ground, but 
the vet’s argument seems 
to be the strongest becau-
se the animals cannot tell 
where their pain is. 
Some time later the vet 
falls ill and the doctor is 
called. 
— Well, where do you 
hurt? 
No answer. 
— You can tell where the 
evil is, right? 
The only answer that 
comes from the sick per-
son is; BÄ BÄ The doctor 
writes out a prescription, 
which he hands to the nur-
se with the words: 
”Give him this and if he’s 
not well the day after to-
morrow, we’ll shoot him.” 
 
THE DAD IN A GOOD 
MOOD 
The daughter: 
— You know, mother, 
father was in an unusually 
good mood today, when he 
went to the office. 
Mother: 
— Crosses in all the world! 
That reminds me I forgot to 
ask him for money. 
 
AT THE PHOTOGRA-
PHER’S 
The photographer; 
— Should it be a bust? 
The customer: 
— No, I’d like to include 
some of the face as well. 
 

WIFE’S INTEREST IN THE 
ANTIQUITY 
— How did you cure your 
wife of her antique fly? 
— Well, I gave her a dress 
of the 1907 model for her 
birthday. 
 
THE SUITOR NEEDED THE 
ENCOURAGEMENT 
 The suitor: 
— I have something impor-
tant to tell you, but I don’t 
know how to begin. 
The lady: 
— If I say ”yes”, maybe 
you will be helped on the 
trot. 
 
EFFICIENT MACHINE 
Nephew: 
— today I have seen an 
office machine that does 
the work of three men. The 
uncle: 
— If they don’t work more 
than you do, it’s not great 


